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COURSES  OF  STUDY 


FOR 

Grade  IX  (Form  I  Lower  School  and  Fifth  Classes) 

IN 

Collegiate  Institutes,  High,  Vocational  and  Continuation 
Schools  and  Public  and  Separate  Schools 

ENGLISH 


The  object  of  teaching  English  is  to  enable  pupils  not  only  to  understand 
and  appreciate  what  they  hear  and  read,  but  also  to  speak  and  write  correctly 
and  in  such  a  way  that  others  will  readily  understand  what  they  mean.  So 
the  subject  naturally  divides  into  what  are  called  Literature  and  Composition. 
These  are  so  closely  related  that  practice  in  one  is  helpful  in  the  other.  Reading 
enlarges  the  vocabulary  and  gives  familiarity  with  good  English  usage.  The 
patterns  of  phrases,  of  clauses,  and  even  of  sentences  get  fixed  in  the  mind  and, 
almost  without  the  reader’s  knowing  it,  come  to  serve  as  models  for  whatever 
is  spoken  or  written.  In  a  similar  way  the  effort  to  make  listeners  or  readers 
understand  exactly  what  is  in  one’s  mind  deepens  the  attention  one  pays  to  the 
exact  meaning  of  what  is  heard  or  read.  Literature  and  Composition  are 
complementary. 

Oral  Reading  and  Grammar  may  be  regarded  as  subdivisions  of  Literature 
and  Composition.  The  reading  aloud  of  a  passage  by  a  pupil  is  at  once  a  test 
of  his  understanding  of  the  meaning  and  an  exercise  in  clear,  correct,  and  pleasant 
speech.  Grammar  is  too  often  thought  of  as  merely  a  set  of  rules  to  be  obeyed 
if  one  wants  to  speak  and  write  coirectly.  Such  prescriptive  or  formal  grammar 
is  useful  and  perhaps  necessary  for  the  beginner  in  a  foreign  language,  but  for 
our  own  language  a  descriptive  grammar  that  points  out  what  is  actually  said 
and  written  in  our  accepted  current  usage,  and  that  explains  why  the  usage 
is  what  it  is,  will  serve  us  best  in  teaching  English.  Grammar  should  be  mainly 
functional  and  so  provide  a  reasoned  help  for  Composition  in  the  first  two  years 
of  the  secondary  schools. 

The  courses  outlined  below  are  planned  with  this  aim  for  the  teaching  of 
English.  Wide  freedom  of  choice  is  given  in  the  literature  to  be  read,  so  that 
work  may  be  selected  which  both  teachers  and  pupils  will  enjoy. 

LITERATURE 


1.  Oral  Reading. 

The  equivalent  of  one  period  a  week  is  to  be  given  to  oral  reading.  Although 
it  is  expected  that  most  of  the  selections  for  reading  will  be  chosen  from  a  Reader, 
practice  also  may  be  given  from  other  parts  of  the  course. 
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0£PT,  Of  EDUCATION 

HISTORICAL  COLLECTION 


Until  a  Reader  is  compiled  and  authorized,  approval  is  given  to  the  use  of: 

Canada  Book  of  Prose  and  Verse,  Book  I,  Ryerson  and  Macmillan, 
or  Canada  Book  of  Prose  and  Verse,  Book  II,  Macmillan  and  Ryerson. 

2.  A  Study  of: 

(a)  A  Book  of  Classical  Myths,  such  as — 

A  Book  of  Classical  Stories,  Clarke,  Irwin  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Kingsley’s  Greek  Heroes,  various  publishers. 

Legends  and  Myths  of  Greece  and  Rome,  Longmans,  Green  & 
Co.,  Ltd. 

Legends  of  Greece  and  Rome,  Clarke,  Irwin  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Old  Greek  Folk  Stories,  Houghton  Mifflin  Co. 

(b)  A  Novel,  such  as — 

Broster:  The  Flight  of  the  Heron. 

Buchan:  Prester  John. 

Collins:  The  Moonstone. 

Dickens:  Oliver  Twist,  A  Tale  of  Two  Cities. 

Doyle:  The  White  Company'. 

Kingsley:  Hereward  the  Wake. 

Kirby:  The  Golden  Dog  (abridged). 

Parker:  The  Seats  of  the  Mighty. 

Quiller-Couch :  The  Splendid  Spur. 

Scott:  Ivanhoe,  The  Talisman. 

Wallace:  Ben  Hur. 

(c)  One  of  Shakespeare’s  Plays,  or  a  Collection  of  One-Act  Plays,  or  of 
Poems  chiefly  narrative,  such  as — 

Junior  One-Act  Plays  of  To-day,  Series  1,  Harrap. 

Junior  One-Act  Plays  of  To-day,  Series  2,  Harrap. 

Junior  One-Act  Plays  of  To-day,  Series  3,  Harrap. 

Eight  Modern  Plays,  Thos.  Nelson  and  Sons. 

Seven  Modern  Plays,  Thos.  Nelson  and  Sons. 

Ten  Modern  Plays,  Thos.  Nelson  and  Sons. 

Ballads  and  Ballad  Poems,  J.  M.  Dent. 

Ballads  for  Boys,  Copp  Clark  Co. 

A  Book  of  Story  Poems,  J.  M.  Dent. 

The  Dragon  Book  of  Verse,  Volume  I,  Oxford  Press. 

Fifty-four  Narrative  Poems,  Copp  Clark  Co. 

Pattern  Poetry,  Part  I  or  IA,  Thos.  Nelson  and  Sons. 

Poems  of  Action,  Collins,  Oxford  Press. 

Selections  in  English  Literature,  No.  41,  Copp  Clark  Co. 

Ballads,  Old  and  New,  Macmillan  Co. 

3.  Training  in  the  Use  of  the  Dictionary. 

A  dictionary  is  the  most  important  single  book  for  each  pupil  to  own.  The 
teacher  of  English  should  urge  pupils  to  use  it  constantly  in  their  reading  so 
that  they  acquire  the  habit  of  looking  up  the  meaning,  spelling,  and  pronunciation 
of  every  new  word.  The  teacher  should  give  what  instruction  is  needed  for 
pupils  to  interpret  the  marks  used  to  indicate  pronunciation. 
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4.  Supplementary  Reading. 

At  least  six  books  are  to  be  read  by  each  pupil.  The  list  supplied  by  the 
Department  will  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  range  and  type  of  books  recommended. 
This  list  includes  (a)  fiction,  (b)  non-fiction,  (c)  poetry  and  drama.  Not  more 
than  three  books  should  be  chosen  from  any  one  group.  Many  books,  especially 
those  of  recent  date,  which  are  not  available  in  cheap  editions  for  class  use, 
can  be  used  for  supplementary  reading,  since  even  a  single  copy  in  the  school  or 
public  library  will  be  enough  for  several  pupils. 

5.  Memorization. 

A  minimum  of  about  two  hundred  lines  should  be  memorized  by  each  pupil. 
So  far  as  the  teacher  deems  fit,  the  passages  for  memorization  should  be  chosen 
by  the  pupils  themselves.  Part  of  the  memory  work  may  be  prose. 

GRAMMAR 

In  a  language  with  so  few  inflections  as  English,  the  function  of  words  is  of 
far  more  importance  than  their  form.  The  word  “round”  for  example,  without 
any  change  of  form,  may  be  used  as  an  adjective,  a  noun,  a  verb,  an  adverb, 
or  a  preposition.  Its  function  in  the  sentence  determines  the  part  of  speech 
to  which  it  temporarily  belongs.  The  teacher  of  English  grammar,  therefore, 
will  naturally  centre  attention  on  the  relation  of  words,  phrases,  and  clauses 
within  the  sentence.  A  brief  review  of  the  changes  in  form  to  indicate  number, 
comparison,  tense,  voice,  and  mood  will  cover  all  the  formal  grammar  needed 
by  the  pupil  for  speaking  and  writing  correctly.  In  addition,  there  should  be 
practice  in  punctuation  and  as  much  drill  as  is  needed  to  ensure  correctness  in 
the  spelling  of  words  in  common  use. 

COMPOSITION 

The  object  of  composition,  at  this  stage  of  the  pupil’s  development,  is  to 
train  boys  and  girls  to  speak  and  write  so  clearly  that  their  listeners  or  readers 
will  know  exactly  what  they  mean.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  much  of 
the  material  for  composition  should  be  supplied  ready-made  so  that  the  pupils 
will  not  be  concerned  with  the  subject  but  only  with  arranging  and  expressing 
what  they  already  know  or  can  readily  learn.  The  emphasis  in  teaching  should 
be  kept  steadily  on  clearness. 

Pupils  should  be  asked  to  buy  for  the  school  year  1937-38  only  the  authorized 
Ontario  High  School  English  Composition  text  and,  wherever  possible,  School 
Boards  should  supply  for  class  use  sets  of  at  least  one  of  the  books  mentioned 
below : 

High  School  English,  Book  One,  The  Macmillan  Co.,  Ltd. 

English  in  Action,  Book  One,  D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.  (Copp  Clark  Co). 

A  Junior  School  English  Course  for  Secondary  Schools  (Sir  Isaac  Pitman 
&  Sons). 

Fundamental  English,  Senior  Series,  Pupil’s  Book  III,  University  of  London 
Press  (Clarke,  Irwin  &  Co.). 
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